
B. Background Data

Total & Household Population of  Cambridge
The population of Cambridge has fallen steadily since 1950, though in the past decade it has

begun to stabilize at 95,802. Decline has occurred mainly in the population which lives in

households, while the number of people in "group quarters" -mainly students in college

dorms -has remained stable.
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Population Trends

Cambridge population is projected to decline very gradually in the coming

decades, but will likely level off around 90,000.
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Family and Household Trends
The number of households in Cambridge has grown substantially since 1950, but the average size of

households has shrunk, from an average of 3.27 persons per household in 1950 to 2.08 in 1990.

Changes in living arrangements, or "household composition," have created smaller households.

Important changes include fewer families, fewer families with children, and more people living

alone or with roommates. A family, by us Census definition, is any household with more than one

person whose members are related by birth, marriage, or adoption. In 1990, over 40% of all

Cambridge households included just one person. In 1950, families comprised 9 out of 10

households; today, less than half (45%) are families.
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Detailed Household Types: 1990

Among families, a little over a quarter are couples with children; 40% are couples

without children, and one in six families is headed by a single parent.
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Age Structure
Cambridge has traditionally had a population "bulge" in the young adult age

group (20-34); this group expanded dramatically between 1950 and 1980 and

has leveled off. The age groups with the largest increases since 1980 were 35-

44 and 45-54, as "baby boomers" grew into middle age. There was a slight

increase in young children as well. As those born in the boom years age, there
will be a corresponding rise in older middle aged and senior persons in the

next 20 years.
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Race
Cambridge has become far more diverse racially over time; the minority

population, 5% in 1950, now makes up over 28% of all residents. Though

African American and foreign born black residents represent the largest

minority, the Asian population has grown substantially, topping 8% of all

residents. Close to 7% are of Hispanic background. Fifty percent of the
public school population was of minority background in 198889, up from

38% in 1981.
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Detailed Race
The city's growing diversity is fueled by immigration. The largest groups of newcomers
have emigrated from Portuguese-speaking nations (Portugal, Cape Verde, Brazil),

Central and South America, and the Caribbean. In particular, many have arrived from El

Salvador, Columbia, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, and Puerto Rico. Other sources

of newcomers include Africa, India and Eastern Europe.
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Land Use and Development
This 1985 estimate of land use in Cambridge was prepared from aerial

photograph analysis in order to compare land use changes in the metro-

politan area over the past two decades. The procedure is more effective

for suburban and rural areas where there are dramatic changes from

natural areas to urban land uses. While the analysis misses the subtleties
of the city's land use composition- for example, it has no category for

institutions-it provides a useful snapshot of the general balance of uses in

the city's development pattern.
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Commercial Development
Cambridge experienced unprecedented growth in the past decade, adding close to 10

million square feet of commercial space, and over 1000 hotel rooms. Nearly half of

this development occurred in East Cambridge, where software and biotechnology

firms thrive where makers of footwear and soap once stood. By contrast, less than 2

million square feet of commercial space was constructed between 1960 and 1979.
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Hotel Development
For the next 20 years nearly 1200 hotel rooms are in the planning stage.
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Resident Employment
Jobs held by Cambridge residents also reflect industrial changes.

In 1950, 40% worked in skilled and semiskilled "blue collar"

trades, while less than one quarter worked in professional,

technical and managerial jobs. In 1980, almost half of all

residents held professional managerial jobs, and about one in six

worked in blue collar fields.
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Employment Change 1987-1990, by Date Companies Were Established in
Cambridge

A 1991 survey of 91 Cambridge employers further illuminated these trends. Job

growth is focused in new, knowledge-based companies, led by business services such

as software, research and consulting, and medical and biotechnical employers. Older

firms specializing in producing goods or providing personal services tend to be

declining or stable.
Mature companies, on average, reduced their employment by 10% between 1987

and 1990 while new companies had average growth rates of over 120%.

About half of the companies established prior to 19751ost jobs, but only 18% of
the companies established since 1985 experienced employment decline.

Background Data B.15



Expected Employment Changes by Industry, 1992-1995
The trends of the recent past are expected to continue. The Medical/ Biotechnical
and the Finance Insurance Real Estate Business Services sectors will econtinue to

expand but less rapidly than they have, and the Goods Producers and

Customer/Personal Services both anticipated moderate expansion to replace their

recent decline. Education should remain a steady source of over one in five of the

city's jobs.

Virtually all Medical/Biotechnical companies surveyed expect employment

expansion in the next three years, but most anticipate job growth of no more than

25% of their current total employment.

70% of FIRF/Business Service respondents anticipate net job expansion.
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Expected Employment Changes by

Occupational Category, 1992-1995
Job growth for "technicians" led all other occupations in job growth and is expected to

continue. Professional and sales/marketing jobs are also projected to rise. Candidates
with education beyond high school have the most opportunities.
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Why Companies Leave Cambridge
25% of all Cambridge companies rate the probability that they will stay in Cambridge for the

next three years as something less than very likely.

Companies established in the 1950's and 1960's are the most likely to consider leaving. 21 of
the 23 companies that are less than sure to stay in Cambridge were established in 1975 or

earlier.

Other than Education, FIRF/Business Services is the sector most likely to stay in Cambridge.

Goods Producers and Customer/Personal Service firms are the most likely to consider leaving.
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Home Location for Cambridge Employee.
As the economy of Cambridge has shifted, so has the home base of its work force. Twenty

years ago, 3 out of 4 local employees lived either in Cambridge or in abutting towns well-

served by public transit. Today, just over half of the city's employees live nearby,

while.48% commute in from more distant locations.

Automobile Registration
From 1970 to 1986, the number of cars registered in Cambridge rose by nearly 40
percent, despite relatively little change in population and a major investment in

expanding and improving the public transit system.
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Cambridge Employees Means of Commuting, 1980
Nearly half of all employees in Cambridge workplaces ( 4-3% ) rely on single occupancy

vehicles to get to work, according to the 1980 Census, while one in five uses public transit

and one in six commutes in a car or van pool.

Cambridge Resident Labor Force Means of Commuting, 1980
Residents of Cambridge who work here are more likely to walk to work than to drive or use

other means of transport. Over 45% in 1980 walked to Cambridge workplaces, while one

fourth drove by themselves. Among residents working in abutting towns, one half used

public transit, and close to one third relied on single occupancy vehicles.

B.20 Background Data



Vehicle Miles of  Travel (VMT) by Trip Purpose for Auto Trips with an Origin or
Destination in Cambridge, 1987

Journeys between home and work account for over half of all miles traveled by car in trips

which begin or end in Cambridge. One third of the mileage is traveled by non-residents
working in Cambridge. About 33% of the total daily traffic on Cambridge arterial streets is

through trips with no point of origin or destination in Cambridge.

The Federal Clean Air Act, as amended in 1990, requires that no urban area exceed

unhealthy air conditions more than four times in any three year period. When these
standards are exceeded for smog-forming compounds, an air quality designation is assigned

to the region. Our metropolitan area is designated as moderate for carbon monoxide and as

serious for hydrocarbon emissions. The serious designation means that we must reduce air

pollution emissions by 15% by 1996 and an additional 3% annually until we have achieved

a reduction in emissions totaling 30%. This is all to be achieved with automobile travel

currently increasing at a rate of over 3% per year.
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Growth in Housing Units
The number of housing units in Cambridge increased from 33,437 in 1950 to 41,979 in

1990.

Homeownership Trends
Although there was considerable condominium conversion in the 19705, Cambridge

remains a city of renters. The rate of homeownership increased in the 19805, from

23% to 30%, but this was due to construction of new condominiums, rather than

conversion of rental stock.

There is little over-crowding in Cambridge. Nearly 85% of the house holds

are "over-housed," i.e., between zero and 0.5 persons per room.

Among occupied rental units, about 56% are rent-controlled, one quarter are

market rate (non-controlled}, and the remainder are subsidized.
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Occupied Housing Units by Type
Rent-controlled and subsidized units together comprise 53% of all units, but these units are not

easily accessible to many low income renters, particularly those with children. In addition, the

demand for subsidized units far exceeds the supply: there are over 4000 households on the

Cambridge Housing Authority waiting lists, of which 2000 live in Cambridge.

38% of all Cambridge renters pay over 30% of their income for rent. Over half of all city households

have incomes below 80% of the Boston area median income ($45,000 in 1989).

Rents in non-controlled units, which average $950 for two bedrooms and $1150 for three, require an

income of $38,000 and $46,000 a year, respectively. These rents exceed the typical salaries of a local

school teacher, secretary, computer programmer or car mechanic. Many Cambridge households

require two steady incomes to rent on the open market.

Purchasing a home at 1989 levels was affordable to just 18% of the city's households. A $90,000

income was required to purchase a home at the 1989 median price of $231,000. While home prices

have dropped since then, homeownership remains beyond the reach of most Cambridge residents.
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Outdoor Recreation Areas by Type and Users
Cambridge contains 377 acres of public open space (Cambridgeport's Fort Washington contains

about one acre). These parklands are evenly divided between active recreational uses, such as ball

fields or tot lots, and passive uses, such as sitting areas with benches. The vast majority (85% ) of

this acreage is used by people from throughout Cambridge.

Park Conditions (under City responsibility)
Of the 68 parks under City supervision, two thirds of them are in good or fair condition, while

about one in five faces serious problems or was rated totally unsatisfactory.
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Data for Selected Institutions
This data is taken from Appendix C of the Report of the Mayor's Committee on University-

Community Relationships, dated 9 December 1991. The four schools participating on the

Mayor's Committee, Lesley College, Harvard University, Massachusetts Institute of

Technology and Cambridge College, provided the information shown here as part of their

work on the Mayor's Committee. The city has not yet checked the land use information

against city records, but intends to do so in the near future. In addition, the city intends to

seek data in the near future on the other two institutions of higher education, the Episcopal

Divinity School and Weston School of Theology.
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Other Government: Middlesex County, state and federal properties. Also in this category are
properties owned by state authorities such as the Mass. Bay Transportation Authority (MBT A) and
the Mass. Water Resources Authority  (MWRA).

Cambridge: all City-owned property including Cambridge Hospital.
Education: properties owned by educational institutions and containing academic

uses. This category comprises private primary and secondary schools, such as Shady
Hill; colleges and universities; and schools with special curricula such as the Longy
School of Music.

Non-Profit: properties with a wide variety of uses including hospitals; social service
agencies, such as the Red Cross; community centers, such as the Margaret Fuller House; and
charitable organizations.

Religious: churches and church related properties, most of which are small sites scattered
throughout the city. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston is the largest land owner in th is
category, holding approximately 1,335,509 square feet on nearly 50 sites in the city.
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